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Social Studies
Kindergarten

Full Year

Course Overview

Kindergarten social studies students engage in active, experiential, and reflective exercises that guide them through
their growing understanding of themselves as individuals and in contrast to others while exploring the different
roles they play in the context of their family and in school.  Looking at themselves and others through the lens of
“My Self”, “My Place” and “My World”, students learn how there are different expectations, purposes, and behaviors
in these contexts.  Although they themselves change over time, just like their families and school, concepts like
cooperation, communication, and fairness have timeless value.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
The New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) can be located at www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/.

US History: America in the World

Civics, Government, and Human Rights
6.1.2.CivicsPI.3: Explain how individuals work with different levels of government to make rules.
6.1.2.CivicsPI.4: Explain how all people, not just official leaders, play important roles in a community.
6.1.2.CivicsPI.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish  responsibilities,
and fulfill roles of authority.
6.1.2.CivicsPI.6: Explain what government is and its function.
6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,  listening to the
ideas of others, and sharing opinions.
6.1.2.CivicsPD.2: Establish a process for how individuals can effectively work together to make  decisions.
6.1.2.CivicsDP.1: Explain how national symbols reflect on American values and principles.
6.1.2.CivicsDP.2: Use evidence to describe how democratic principles such as equality, fairness,  and
respect for legitimate authority and rules have impacted individuals and communities.
6.1.2.CivicsDP.3 Explain how historical symbols, monuments and holidays reflect the shared  values,
principles, and beliefs of the American identity.
6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.
6.1.2.CivicsPR.2: Cite evidence that explains why rules and laws are necessary at home, in schools, and in
communities.
6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed to benefit the
common good.
6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a  responsibility to
make rules that fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.1: Describe why it is important that individuals assume personal and civic  responsibilities
in a democratic society.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.2: Use examples from a variety of sources to describe how certain  characteristics can help
individuals collaborate and solve problems (e.g., open-mindedness,  compassion, civility, persistence).
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can  contribute to
individuals feeling accepted.

http://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/


Geography, People and the Environment
6.1.2.GeoPP.1: Explain the different physical and human characteristics that might make a  location a good
place to live (e.g., landforms, climate and weather, resource availability).
6.1.2.Geo.SV.1: Use maps to identify physical features (e.g., continents, oceans, rivers, lakes,  mountains).
6.1.2.Geo.SV.2: Describe how maps are created for a specific purpose (e.g., school fire-drill  map, route
from home to school, learning centers in a classroom).
6.1.2.Geo.SV.3: Identify and describe the properties of a variety of maps and globes (e.g., title,  legend,
cardinal directions, scale, symbols,) and purposes (wayfinding, thematic).
6.1.2.Geo.SV.4: Identify examples of geospatial data (e.g., landmarks on the school grounds, the  spatial
location of each student’s assigned seat in the classroom, needs more thought).
6.1.2.Geo.HE.1: Explain how seasonal weather changes, climate, and other environmental  characteristics
affect people's lives in a place or region.
6.1.2.Geo.HE.2: Describe how human activities affect the culture and environmental  characteristics of
places or regions (e.g., transportation, housing, dietary needs). • 6.1.2.Geo.HE.3: Identify cultural and
environmental characteristics of different regions in New  Jersey and the United States.
6.1.2.Geo.HE.4: Investigate the relationship between the physical environment of a place and  the
economic activities found there.
6.1.2.Geo.GI.1: Explain why and how people, goods, and ideas move from place to place.
6.1.2.Geo.GI.2: Use technology to understand the culture and physical characteristics of regions.

Economics, Innovation and Technology
6.1.2.EconET.1: Explain the difference between needs and wants.
6.1.2.EconET.2: Cite examples of choices people make when resources are scarce.
6.1.2.EconEM.2: Describe the goods and services that individuals and businesses in the local  community
produce and those that are produced in other communities.
6.1.2.EconNE.2: Describe examples of goods and services that governments provide.
6.1.2.EconGE.2: Explain why people in one country trade goods and services with people in other
countries.

History, Culture, and Perspectives
6.1.2.HistoryCC.1: Use multiple sources to create a chronological sequence of events that describes how
and why your community has changed over time.
6.1.2.HistoryCC.2: Use a timeline of important events to make inferences about the "big picture" of history.
6.1.2.HistoryUP.2: Use evidence to demonstrate how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may
change and/or reflect more than one culture.
6.1.2.HistorySE.1: Use examples of regional folk heroes, stories, and/or songs and make inferences about
how they have contributed to the development of a culture's history.
6.1.2.HistorySE.2: Analyze a variety of sources describing the same event and make inferences about why
the accounts are different (e.g., photographs, paintings, cartoons, newspapers, poetry, novels, plays).
6.1.2.HistoryCA.1: Make an evidence-based argument how and why communities change over time (e.g.,
locally, nationally, globally).

Technology Standards
9.4.2.IML.2: Represent data in a visual format to tell a story about the data
9.4.2.TL.1: Identify the basic features of a digital tool and explain the purpose of the tool.
9.4.2.TL.4: Navigate a virtual space to build context and describe the visual content.
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9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives.
9.4.2.CT.2: Identify possible approaches and resources to execute a plan.
9.4.2.CT.2: Identify possible approaches and resources to execute a plan.
9.4.2.CT.3: Uses a variety of types of thinking to solve problems (e.g., inductive, deductive).

Career Ready Practice
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity increase collaboration and communicate effectively.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Interdisciplinary Connections
English Language Arts
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and
relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical,
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually
and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with
diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively
NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the
line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

Mathematics
MP.1 Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
MP.2 Reason abstractly and quantitatively
MP.3 Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others
MP.6 Attend to precision.

Computer Science and Design Thinking
8.1.5.DA.1: Collect, organize, and display data in order to highlight relationships or support a claim.
8.1.5.DA.3: Organize and present collected data visually to communicate insights gained from different
views of the data
8.1.5.DA.5: Propose cause and effect relationships, predict outcomes, or communicate ideas using data.

Units of Study

Unit 1: Who am I and How did I Get Here?

My Self:
● What do I look like?
● What are my needs and wants?
● What are my talents and abilities?
● What do I like and dislike?
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My Space:
● What does my house look like?
● Is it important to know my address?
● How is our classroom a diverse place?
● How are families alike and different (needs, homes, foods, clothes, games)?

My World:
● What is my town?
● What is a neighborhood?
● Who are my neighbors?
● What things are in my neighborhood?
● Why is diversity important?

Unit 2:  What is Change and How Does it happen?

My Self :
● What things do I do every day?
● What things only happen on special days?
● How have I changed over time?

My Space:
● What are special events for my family?
● What are the holidays that we celebrate? Why do we celebrate them?
● What makes a day special?

My World:
● What are seasons?
● Why do things change in each season?
● What is the difference between the past, the present, and the future
● How are events connected (sequences)?

Unit 3: What is Fair and Who Makes the Rules?

My Self :
● What are rules?
● Why do we have rules?
● What are responsibilities?
● What does it mean to “be responsible”?
● How can I tell if I am being responsible?

My Space:
● What is the difference between fair and unfair?
● Can rules be unfair?
● Who makes rules?
● Are rules different in different places?
● How do we make good choices in how we treat others?
● How should I treat other people?

My World:
● What rules do adults have to follow?
● What responsibilities do adults have?

Revision Date September, 2021



Learning Objectives/Discipline Standards of Practice

Learning Objectives
● Students will understand that Social Studies can be used to learn how people live their lives as individuals and

in groups.
● Students will develop and practice age-appropriate skills and habits of social scientists to better understand

and shape their lives and their world.

Discipline Standards of Practice(Students will learn to ….)

Habits & Dispositions
● Be curious and attentive to people, thoughts, ideas and events and appreciate their power to change

individuals and groups.
● Be careful in gathering information to use as evidence and cautious in drawing conclusions.
● Be confident of their reasoning and willing to change their minds based on information and evidence.
● Be responsible in their thoughts and actions, demonstrate honesty, mutual respect, cooperation, and attention

to multiple perspectives.

Skills
● Ask Questions about people, thoughts, ideas and events
● Gather, analyze, assess and corroborate evidence and ideas from various sources.
● Apply conceptual tools of social studies such as continuity and change over time and perspective.
● Support an idea in writing, drawing, discussion, and/or presentation.

Instructional Resources and Materials
Whole class resources have been identified with an asterisk.

The instructional materials will vary in order to meet the learning needs of students.  Reading materials found
in classroom libraries maintained by teachers may support student learning in Social Studies.  The
supplemental text titles listed below are recommended by and included in Units of Study resources.  Teachers
will read aloud many books and incorporate a variety of readings, documents, video clips, maps, charts,
photographs, music, and web-based materials into lessons throughout the year.

Resources
Online Instructional Program and Student Journal: Social Studies Alive!, Me and My World, Teachers
Curriculum Institute, 2022

Supplemental Materials
Possible Supplemental Texts:
Diwali by Hannah Eliot
Little Humans by Brandon Stanton
Marvelous Maravilloso: Me and My Beautiful Family by Carrie Lara, Christine Battuz

Assessment Strategies
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Assessment is designed to measure a student’s mastery of a course standard and learning objective.
Assessment can be used for both instructional purposes (formative assessment) and for evaluative
purposes (summative assessment).

Teachers may choose to have students practice and demonstrate their understanding of concepts and
performance of disciplinary practices through a variety of means including, but not limited to those listed
below:

● Discussion and dialogue in whole-class discussions.
● Discussion, dialogue and collaboration in small-group and paired conferences.
● Performative, guided vocal explanations
● Annotation, notation and mark-ups of text, images, and maps.
● Drawings, image collages and sketched representations of historical connections, and

understandings of social studies topics and concepts.
● Written and drawn responses to stimulus-based questions.
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